July 22, 2019
Louisiana Board of Pardons

504 Mayflower St.

Building 6

Baton Rouge, LA  70802

Re: Joseph Brown


DOC# 65990

Dear Pardon Board Members,
I strongly urge you to deny clemency to Joseph Brown (DOC# 65990) at his hearing on September 23, 2019. Brown is serving a life sentence on two counts of first-degree murder and is petitioning the Board for the fourth time. 
Joseph Brown was on parole for armed robbery when he murdered brothers John P. Falgoust and Mark J. Falgoust on Friday, February 3, 1967, in an armed robbery at their St. Charles Avenue office in New Orleans. The jury that heard the evidence sentenced Brown to death and his accomplice to life in prison. Brown’s sentence was only commuted when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down all death penalty punishments in 1972 and Louisiana commuted all death sentences to life imprisonment. Joseph Brown is a career criminal – a murderer – and does not belong on the streets, no matter how much time has passed.
According to newspaper articles, Brown and his accomplice drove to the Falgoust’s St. Charles Avenue home, entered the real estate office in the rear of the house, and held John Falgoust at gunpoint. John Falgoust only had a night stick to defend himself and was shot twice in the abdomen and once in the arm. When John’s younger brother Mark Falgoust entered the office after hearing his brother and the gunshots, he was shot through the heart and died at the scene. 
The bullets penetrated John Falgoust’s intestines numerous times, yet he found the strength to stagger to St. Charles Avenue for help for his younger brother. He was able to tell the police officer what happened before he was taken to Touro Infirmary where surgeons tried to repair his perforated intestines for over eight hours. John Falgoust died two days later.
Joseph Brown was 29 years old and out on parole for armed robbery when he murdered the Falgoust brothers. He was given numerous chances to be a decent citizen and each time he chose a life of crime. He was ultimately caught, convicted for two first-degree murders, and sentenced to death. He has already benefited from having his death sentence commuted to life imprisonment. But life imprisonment should mean just that: life in prison.
The Falgoust family is serving their own life sentence with no possibility or hope for relief, particularly when these petitions force the family to relive the horror of what happened as though it were yesterday.

I do not want a convicted murderer getting a third chance to murder or harm others and strongly urge you to please keep Joseph Brown in prison and off the streets.

Sincerely,

